How to Partition a Windows 7 Hard Drive

Let us check out the method of partitioning a hard disk from within Windows 7. There is a pretty
simple wayto reduce the size of a partition to create a new drive without having to boot the
Windows CD again.

A. Go down to the 'Start Menu'.

B. Right-Click on 'My Computer".
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D. Now, go to ‘Manage'.
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E. On clicking Manage, a computer management window would open.

&= |E = BE

A< Computer Management (Local|| Name
a [[} System Tools
> @ Task Scheduler
> §a] Event Viewer
> @l Shared Folders
>
[

{} System Tools
&3 Storage
flq Services and Applications

. &% Local Users and Groups
> @ Performance
g Device Manager
4 =3 Storage
=F Disk Management
> T4 Services and Applications

How to Partition a Windows 7 Hard Drive - 2



F. Next, Left-Click on "Disk Management" listed under "Storage".
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G. Now, this window will show you all the different partitions on your system.
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o= Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (System, Active, Primary Partition) 100MB 70 MB 70 % No 0%
e (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Primary Partition) 9895GB 69.64 GB 70 % No 0%
) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (Logical Drive) 50.00 GB 44.23GB 88 % No 0%
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More Actions

In this system, there are just two partitions. One is the C: Partition which is around 99GB, and the

other one is 50GB. Now suppose we have to liberate space out of the C drive, and make a new
partition of say 50 GB.

H. Right-Click on "(C:)" i.e. the partition which you wish to divide and free up space from.
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l. Next click on 'Shrink Volume'.
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J. Wait for a few seconds just as the drive is cleaned up.

p
Querying Shrink Space

Querying volume for available shrink space, please wait...
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K. Set the requisite space for the new partition aside.

Shrink C:

Total size before shrink in MB:

Size of available shrink space in MB:

Enter the amount of space to shrink in MB:

Total size after shrink in MB:
i~ You cannot shrink a volume beyond the point where any unmovable files are located.

See the "defrag” event in the Application log for detailed information about the
operation when it has completed.

See Shrink a Basic Volume in Disk Management help for more information.

Shrink Cancel

Note that, "Total size before shrink in MB" gives the present total size of the C partition, and "Size
of available shrink space in MB" is the free space available.

L. Now, suppose we wish to free 50 GB which is equal to 50*1024 MB=51200MB. Put this value
in "Enter the amount of space to shrink in MB" box, and then click on "Shrink".

Shrink C:

i

Total size before shrink in MB: 25
sotto @)
51200|

oU

Size of available shrink space in MB:

Enter the amount of space to shrink in MB:

Total size after shrink in MB:

i You cannot shrink a volume beyond the point where any unmovable files are located.
See the "defrag" event in the Application log for detailed information about the
operation when it has completed.

See Shrink a Basic Volume in Disk Management help for more information.

Shrink Cancel
— |

The volume equal to the amount entered is shrunk and rest of the volume is retained by (C:).
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M. A new partition having the entered space has been created but requires a few changes.

L-4Disk 0 I I

Basic (&) !

149-_05 GB 100 MB NTFS 48.95 GB NTFS 50.00 GB 00 GB NTFS

Online Healthy (Systen || Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Unallocated L\_ ealthy (Logical Drive)
<-4CD-ROM 0

N. Right-Click on the newly created partition.
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O. Now click "New Simple Volume".
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P. Click on "Next " on the "New Simple Volume Wizard" that opens.

-
New Simple Volume Wizard

Welcome to the New Simple
Volume Wizard

A simple volume can only be on a single disk.

To continue, click Next.

This wizard helps you create a simple volume on a disk.

< Back Next > [>|
L4X

Cancel
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Q. Select the requisite partition space or the "Simple volume size in MB".

New Simple Volume Wizard

Specify Volume Size

Choose a volume size that is between the maximum and minimum sizes.

Maximum disk space in MB: 51200

Minimum disk space in MB:

Simple volume size in MB:

<Back |

Next >

| Cancel |

How to Partition a Windows 7 Hard Drive - 9




R. After entering the simple volume size, click on "Next".

New Simple Volume Wizard @

Specify Volume Size
Choose a volume size that is between the maximum and minimum sizes.

Maximum disk space in MB: 51200
Minimum disk space in MB: 8
Simple volume size in MB: 51200 2
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S. Assign any desired letter to the drive, and click "Next".

New Simple Volume Wizard @

Assign Drive Letter or Path
For easier access, you can assign a drive letter or drive path to your partition.

@ Assign the following drive letter:

(7) Do not assign a drive letter or drive path

< Back

In this case, let us assign "D" to the partition. Then click "next".
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T. Now, select format this volume settings to the standard default "NTFS file system", and click
"Next".

New Simple Volume Wizard @

Format Partition
To store data on this partition, you must fomat it first.

Choose whether you want to format this volume, and if so, what settings you want to use.

@ Fomat this volume with the following settings:

File system:

AlloC

10N unit Size: eTaull

Volume label: New Volume

Perform a quick format

|| Enable file and folder compression

< Back Next > |>| Cancel
A

We select NTFS here because the standard Windows file system is NTFS.
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U. The desired partition has been successfully created. Click "Finish" to end the process.

New Simple Volume Wizard @

Completing the New Simple
Volume Wizard

You have successfully completed the New Simple Volume
Wizard.

You selected the following settings:

Volume type: Simple Volume -
Disk selected: Disk 0 =
Volume size: 51200 MB
Drive letter or path: D:

File system: NTFS
Allocation unit size: Default

Volume label: New Volume 1l
ek famat: Yee

To close this wizard, click Finish.

< Back | Cancel |

How to Partition a Windows 7 Hard Drive - 13



V. Confirm if all details are correct.

[
Local/| Volume I Layoutl Type I File Systeml Status l Capacityl Free Space| % Free | Fault Toleri
(] Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (System, Active, Primary Partition) 100 MB 70 MB 70 % No
e (C) Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Primary Partition) 48.95GB 19.64 GB 40 % No
[ mple Basic NTFS Healthy (Logical Drive) Seieiie, 4423 GB 88 % No
CoNew Volume (... Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (Primary Partition) 4991GB  100% No
oups ~

N

ons

< |

4Disk 0 | I
Basic (C) New Volume (D:)

149-.05 GB 100 MB NTFS 48.95 GB NTFS 50.00 GB NTFS 50.00 GB NTFS
Online Healthy (Systen || Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, P @ | Healthy (Primary Partition) Healthy (Logical Drive)

W. Now you may rename the new partition by right-clicking on the partition area and then
clicking "Properties"”.

e ——————————— e ——————————————————————
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X. Rename the newly formed partition.

.
- New Volume (D:) Properties u
I Security I Previous Versions Quota Customize
General Tools Hardware Sharing
Type: Local Dia\a/
File system:  NTFS
lew Volume (D) T, [ Used space: 95723520 bytes 912 MB
i0.00 GB NTFS - S j . Free space: 53.591,363,584 bytes 4595GB
-Iealthy (anary Partltlon) A
0 j/ Capacity: 53,687.087.104bytes  49.9GB
Drive D: Disk Cleanup
|| Compress this drive to save disk space
Allow files on this drive to have contents indexed in addition to
file properties
| =D ==
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Y. The partition has been sucessfully renamed.

ocal|| Volume I Layoutl Type | File Systeml Status I Capacityl Free Space | % Free I Fault
(o] Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (System, Active, Primary Partition) 100 MB 70 MB 70 % No
Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dump, Primary Partition) 4895GB 19.67GB 40 % No
Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (Primary Partition) 5000GB 4991GB  100% No

Simple Basic NTFS Healthy (Logical Drive) 5000GB 4423GB 88 % No

C4Disk 0 L I

Basic (C) AA (D)
149-_05 GB 100 MB NTFS 48.95 GB NTFS 50.00 GB NTFS 50.00 GB NTFS
Online Healthy (Systen | | Healthy (Boot, Page File, Crash Dum@ P || Healthy (Primary Partition) Healthy (Logical Drive)

Z. We have succeeded in creating an extra partition in our hard disk.

Proceed happily to your daily activities on your system. Cheers!

Visit Mikes Computer Tips for more tips.
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